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2 The 47th Australian Export Awards
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From Down
Under to
Down Wonder

Australia’s stunning trade performance in the face

of the global downturn has set an example to the rest of the world.
LAURA CENCIGH-ALBULARIO reports on how the power

of proximity has replaced the tyranny of distance.

THE GFC might more accurately be dubbed
the NAFC - North Atlantic Financial Crisis -
if the performance of Australia’s exporters is
anythingto go by.

Australian exporters have coped ex-
tremely well in comparison with companies
in other developed nations over the past 18
months.

These leading exporters celebrated their
success at last week’s 47th Australian Export
Awards, which saw 12 category winners cho-
sen from 77 national finalists.

Despite World Trade Organisation pre-
dictions of a nine per cent drop in world trade
volumes over 2009, Australia has stood out as
one of the only OECD nations to experience
export growth.

According to the Reserve Bank of Aust-
ralia’s Statement on Monetary Policy,
released this month, Australia’s export vol-
umes increased by three per cent in the first
half of the year and are estimated to have
increased slightly in the September quarter.

Furthermore, the 2009 DHL Export Bar-
ometer indicates that staff retention has been
reasonably high throughout the downturn,
with 34 per cent of exporters expecting to
employ more staff, and 55 per cent planning
tokeep stafflevels the same over this financial

ear.

Austrade’s chief economist, Tim Harcourt,
says Australia’s geographical position, which
was once seen as a disadvantage, is now work-
ing in our favour, due to our proximity to
emerging economies such as China.

“The power of proximity has replaced the
tyranny of distance,” he says. “Advanced
in Europe, the UK and US, have
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struggled with the financial crisis a great deal,
while emerging economies such as China,
India, Latin America, the Middle East and
ASEAN nations haven’t been hit as hard.

“It’s more of a North Atlantic financial
crisis than a global crisis in some ways.”

Aprime example of an Australian exporter
powering through the downturn s Australian
Export Awards Information and Technology
award winner, Smarts Group.

The provider of market surveillance tech-
nology for chhanges regu lators and stock
brokingfirms has sales oppor-
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tunities as a result of the downturn, with
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wider recognition of the importance of
improved market regulation and monitoring.
Ithas seen exports grow by over 30 per centin
the past financial year and plans to double its
staffin the next five years.

Austrade CEO, Peter O’'Byrne, says the 77
national award finalists have, combined, gen-
erated more than $10.4 billion in export earn-
ings and employ more than 30,000 people.

“Inwhat has been a challenging 18 months
for the business community and the global
economy, it’s inspiring to read the success
stories of this year’s national finalists,”
Mr O’Byrne says.

“Their determination, sound risk manage-
ment and financial strategies have ensured
they not only maintained their export market
share, but in many cases, experienced export
growth.”

More than half of this year’s national final-
ists are newcomers to the program. They
come from a diverse range of industries,
reflecting the breadth of Australia’s export
capacity.

“(They range) from small family-owned
wineries and an almond producer in the
Agribusiness category to opera, aboriginal art
and digital games companies competing in
the Arts and Entertainment category,” Mr
O’Byrnesays.

“There are clean energy and medical com-
panies in the Large Advanced Manufacturer
category and the successful commercialis-
ation of financial software and information
security testing in the Information and Com-
munication Technology category.”

In the words of Mr Harcourt, these
exporters have helped to take us from “down
under to down wonder”.

He adds: “In the worst global economic
crisis in 70 years, exporters are the rock of the
Australian labour market, providing an
important foundation against rising unem-
ployment and leading the way forward to
economicrecovery.”

This is not to discount the fact that
exporters have had to deal with their fair
share of challenges of late.

According to the Export Barometer, the
downturn has had a negative impact on 71 per
cent of exporters, particularly big businesses,
and those in the mining and tourism sectors.

Wail Street:
Australia has
escaped the fate of
the North Atlantic
economies

“ INTHE

‘WORST GLOBAL
ECONOMICCRISIS
IN70 YEARS,
EXPORTERSARE
THEROCK OFTHE
AUSTRALIAN
LABOURMARKET

TIMHARCOURT
Austrade chiefeconomist

However, the drop in the Aussie dollar has
provided asilver lining in some cases, making
Australian exports more affordable for new
international markets, according to Mr
Harcourt: “You get a bit of an opportunity to
meet new customers and meet new markets
when the dollar is on your side, and once they
know you, you can consolidate your position.”
Australia is also making the most of the
fightagainst climate change, drawing uponits
strong track record for innovation.
According to Mr Harcourt, signing the
Kyoto protocol was an important symbol of
Australia’s commitment to climate change,
giving it greater green credibility in the inter-
national arena. “We're putting the green back

EXPORTERS SHOW RESILIENCE AND INNOVATION

SIMON CREAN
Minister for Trade

THE annual Australian Export Awards
presentan opportunity to take stock of
Australia’s exporting performance over
thelast12months. And thereismuch to
celebrate.

economies went into recession.

and fromtheimpactofan

into greenand gold,” Mr Harcourt says. “Basi-
cally whatever we do we're strong - whether
it's green building, water orrenewable energy.
Having to tame our climate, with a small
population across vast distances, has given us
great environmental capabilities.”

The Export Awards’ overall winner, NOJA
Power Switchgear, is one example. The
Queensland-based company develops and
manufacturers a range of switchgear prod-
ucts that eliminate the need for insulants
typically used in the industry which emit
harmful greenhouse gasses.

Founded in 2002, the company is now
exporting to 70 countries and its annual sales
exceed $30 million.

takingintoaccountthebusinessjourney

Againstthisbackdrop, our exporters
proved resilient, with the value of
exportsincreasing by $518billionin
2008-09, compared to the previous
financial year.

This was atestament: lo the

internationally coordinated response
throughthe G20.

Asalead playerinthe G20 and APEC,
Australia has helped toshape
international initiatives toimprove the
availability of' lrade financein orderto

rters
and thequality oftheir products and
services.

onomic
stimulus.
 Thelatest Treasury forccasts forthe

Italsoreflect:
ofthe Australian economy, which fared
better than almost any other developed
economy. Today, Australiais the only
oneof33IMFadvanced economles lha(
isforecast

Iit -onomy putour growthin
2009-10at15 percent, and 275 per cent
in2010-11. This puts

andinnovation.

Thewinnerof the Large Advanced
Manufacturer Award and the Prime
Minister’s Australian Exporter of the
Year,NOJA PowerSwlkhgear
illustrates how

unusual tock . 3
Simply by taking the time to prepare
anentry into the Export Awards,
Australian companies are able totake
stock of their performance and identify
future opportunities,be itthrough
‘market

can position themselvesinto the future.
NOJA Power’s leading-edge
electrical switchgear products have been
developed inaway thatcompletely
eliminates the need for the harmful
Iphur hexafluoride,

exportersinastrong position for the year
ahead.
The A lian Export Award

over2009. Another critical factor to
Australiaweathering the economic
downturnwas our engagementwith
Asia,andin particular theresilience of

whichis commonly used as an insulant

Justasexporters must build on their
past successes, s0,too, must the
Australian Governmentbuild on the
strength of our economy. That’s why the
Rudd Government is committedtoa
twin-pillars approach totrade reform.

Thefirst pillaris reform at the border
throughtradeagreements. The secondis

inindustrial applications.
Th ind

and experti

winners for2009 reflect
diversityand innovation demonstrated
by Australian business. From digital

th products ided the
company a competitive advantage that
hasseenitgrow fromits foundationin
2002, tobeexportingto70 countries and

The77finalists at the 47th Australi
Export Awardsbetween them earned
morethan $10billion in exports and
employed morethan 30,000 people last
year. That represents asignificant
contribution to oureconomy.

Thistime last year, the world

the Chi d Indian market:
Astheworld economy slumped into

recession, there wasapushinsome

quarters towardsthe old practice of

game makers, Firemint tosafety
game osafety

Training; and from honey exporters
Capilano Honey toservices provider,

0people.

As aknowledge economy, Australia
hastheskillsand expertise to 1dentlfy
andi innovative

Servorp;theaward stellthe

oa
acrossall mdustry

thebehind issues of structural
reform. Ifwe can continue our effortsin
structural reform and increase our
productivity and competitiveness, then
Australia,andits exporters, will be well
positioned to take advantage of market
opportunities.

The47th Australian Export Awards
ceremony wasarecognitionand

economy was facingits worst crisis since
the Great Depression. Export markets
around theworld were hit hard as many

protectionism and trade barriers. But we story of Australia’: ina range of celebration of the vital role exporters

learntthelessons of the pastand did not range ofindustries, acrossall sizes of sectors. The ICT Award winner, Smarts haveplayedin Australia’s strong

repeat those mistakes. enlerpme from rural and urban Group,isanother greatexamplewithits ~ economy. Iwholcheartedly
Australiaalso from market reas. tantly, thej proces world- ity market i finalist:

reforms putinplace ionagoby forth holisticview of the surveillancesystems, wh|chcanhelp andencourage other Australian

thel dKeati ernments, company’s commitment to exporting, identify insider tradi tofollow theirfinelead.

on the Indian Pacific.

First two tours sold out - third tour announced!

Circumnavigation of Australia

February 26 to March 20, 2010

Cruise on the Rhapsody of the Seas and see the highlights of Northern Australia on a circumnavigation of the continent before travelling in classic style back to Sydney

The first two tours sold out quickly so be sure to book early to avoid disappointment.

Travelrite International Pty Ltd (licence number 30858) s the organiser. Neither News Limited, nor any of its subsidiaries nor any of its newspapers, have any involvement in the tour, y

The tour includes 17 days on the luxurious Rhapsody of the Seas , 3 nights aboard the Indian Pacific in Gold service as well as sightseeing tours of Brisbane, Cairns, Port
Moresby, Darwin, Broome, Exmouth, Perth and Fremantle. All meals on board Rhapsody of the Seas and the Indian Pacific are included in the one great price.

To book your place on board the Rhapsody of the Seas and the Indian Pacific call
Travelrite now on 1800 630 343 or email balwyn@travelrite.com.au

any kind to any.

tour.
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