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2 The 47thAustralian Export Awards

Eye-catching: Winner
aussieBum

● PRIME MINISTER’S
AUSTRALIAN EXPORTER OF
THE YEAR AWARD
WINNER:NOJA Power
Switchgear

● Australian Chamber of

Commerce And Industry

AGRIBUSINESS AWARD

WINNER: Capilano Honey

FINALISTS: Almondco
Australia
Frogmore Creek Wines
Grain Pool
Hy Gain Feeds
Namoi Cotton
5 Co-operative
North Australian Cattle
Company

● Australia Post

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

AWARD

WINNER: Firemint

FINALISTS: Co-Opera
Lucy Media
Petrol Records International
Tiwi Design Aboriginal
Corporation
Urban Art Projects

● CPA Australia EDUCATION

AND TRAINING AWARD

WINNER: Australian Skills
Training

FINALISTS: CIT Solutions
Deakin University
Griffith University
Silver Trowel Trade Training
Sydac
The Hutchins School
The University of Western
Sydney

● Enterprise Connect

EMERGING EXPORTER AWARD

WINNER: Levett Engineering

FINALISTS: CBG Systems
Great Southern Waters
Nuix
OM (Manganese)
Synforce
The Wine and Truffle Company
Windlab Systems

● Ernst & Young

INFORMATION AND

COMMUNICATION

TECHNOLOGY AWARD

WINNER: SMARTS Group

FINALISTS: Embed
International
Oniqua
stratsec
Tantalus Media
The Learning Edge

International
YourAmigo

● Australian Made

LARGE ADVANCED

MANUFACTURER AWARD

WINNER: NOJA Power
Switchgear

FINALISTS: OneSteel Whyalla
ResMed
Solahart Industries
Varian Australia

● Austrade

LARGE SERVICES AWARD

WINNER: Servcorp

FINALISTS: Adventure Tours
Australia Group
Ansaldo STS Australia
Aspen Medical
RightShip

● Minerals Council

of Australia

MINERALS AND ENERGY

AWARD

WINNER: Wesfarmers Curragh

FINALISTS: Alcoa of Australia
Energy Resources of Australia
Gujarat NRE Minerals

● TradeStart

REGIONAL EXPORTER AWARD

WINNER: Autech Software
and Design

FINALISTS: Clyne Foods
Kelly Engineering
MSM Milling
Superior Jetties

● Department of Innovation,

Industry, Science and

Research

SMALL BUSINESS AWARD

WINNER: Alice Springs
Helicopters

FINALISTS: Absolute Data
Group
Akcelik and Associates
Currawong Engineering
Gemtree Vineyards
Netbased Software
Recruitment Systems

● Commonwealth Bank

SMALL TO MEDIUM

MANUFACTURER AWARD

WINNER: aussieBum

FINALISTS: Australian Clutch
Services
Dyesol
Future Fibre Technologies
Linetec Engineering
Peak Well Services
Richardson Devine Marine
Construction
Triasx

● Export finance and

Insurance Corporation

SMALL TO MEDIUM SERVICES

AWARD

WINNER: Pivot Maritime
International

FINALISTS: Airbiz Aviation
Strategies
PLN Lawyers
Populous
Sentinel
Silverise
Vaxine

WINNERS AND FINALISTS

ttOVERVIEW

From Down
Under to
Down Wonder
Australia’s stunning trade performance in the face
of the global downturn has set an example to the rest of the world.
LAURA CENCIGH-ALBULARIO reports on how the power
of proximity has replaced the tyranny of distance.

Wail Street:
Australia has
escaped the fate of
the North Atlantic
economies

THE GFCmight more accurately be dubbed
the NAFC - North Atlantic Financial Crisis -
if the performance of Australia’s exporters is
anything to go by.

Australian exporters have coped ex-
tremely well in comparison with companies
in other developed nations over the past 18
months.

These leading exporters celebrated their
success at last week’s 47th Australian Export
Awards, which saw 12 category winners cho-
sen from 77 national finalists.

Despite World Trade Organisation pre-
dictions of a nine per cent drop inworld trade
volumesover 2009,Australiahas stoodout as
one of the only OECD nations to experience
export growth.

According to the Reserve Bank of Aust-
ralia’s Statement on Monetary Policy,
released this month, Australia’s export vol-
umes increased by three per cent in the first
half of the year and are estimated to have
increased slightly in the September quarter.

Furthermore, the 2009 DHL Export Bar-
ometer indicates that staff retention has been
reasonably high throughout the downturn,
with 34 per cent of exporters expecting to
employ more staff, and 55 per cent planning
tokeepstaff levels thesameover this financial
year.

Austrade’s chief economist, TimHarcourt,
says Australia’s geographical position, which
wasonce seenasadisadvantage, isnowwork-
ing in our favour, due to our proximity to
emerging economies such as China.

‘‘The power of proximity has replaced the
tyranny of distance,’’ he says. ‘‘Advanced
economies in Europe, the UK and US, have
struggledwith the financial crisis a great deal,
while emerging economies such as China,
India, Latin America, the Middle East and
ASEANnations haven’t been hit as hard.

‘‘It’s more of a North Atlantic financial
crisis than a global crisis in someways.’’

Aprimeexampleof anAustralianexporter
powering through thedownturn isAustralian
Export Awards Information and Technology
awardwinner, SmartsGroup.

The provider of market surveillance tech-
nology for exchanges, regulators and stock
broking firmshas seenadditional salesoppor-
tunities as a result of the downturn, with

wider recognition of the importance of
improvedmarket regulation andmonitoring.
It has seenexports growbyover 30per cent in
the past financial year and plans to double its
staff in the next five years.

Austrade CEO, Peter O’Byrne, says the 77
national award finalists have, combined, gen-
eratedmore than $10.4 billion in export earn-
ings and employmore than 30,000 people.

‘‘Inwhat has been a challenging 18months
for the business community and the global
economy, it’s inspiring to read the success
stories of this year’s national finalists,’’
MrO’Byrne says.

‘‘Their determination, sound riskmanage-
ment and financial strategies have ensured
theynotonlymaintained their exportmarket
share, but in many cases, experienced export
growth.’’

More thanhalf of this year’s national final-
ists are newcomers to the program. They
come from a diverse range of industries,
reflecting the breadth of Australia’s export
capacity.

‘‘(They range) from small family-owned
wineries and an almond producer in the
Agribusiness category toopera, aboriginal art
and digital games companies competing in
the Arts and Entertainment category,’’ Mr
O’Byrne says.

‘‘There are clean energy andmedical com-
panies in the Large Advanced Manufacturer
category and the successful commercialis-
ation of financial software and information
security testing in the Information and Com-
munication Technology category.’’

In the words of Mr Harcourt, these
exporters have helped to take us from ‘‘down
under to downwonder’’.

He adds: ‘‘In the worst global economic
crisis in 70 years, exporters are the rock of the
Australian labour market, providing an
important foundation against rising unem-
ployment and leading the way forward to
economic recovery.’’

This is not to discount the fact that
exporters have had to deal with their fair
share of challenges of late.

According to the Export Barometer, the
downturnhas had anegative impact on 71 per
cent of exporters, particularly big businesses,
and those in the mining and tourism sectors.

However, the drop in the Aussie dollar has
provided a silver lining in some cases,making
Australian exports more affordable for new
international markets, according to Mr
Harcourt: ‘‘You get a bit of an opportunity to
meet new customers and meet new markets
when the dollar is on your side, and once they
knowyou,youcanconsolidateyourposition.’’

Australia is also making the most of the
fightagainst climatechange,drawinguponits
strong track record for innovation.

According to Mr Harcourt, signing the
Kyoto protocol was an important symbol of
Australia’s commitment to climate change,
giving it greater green credibility in the inter-
national arena. ‘‘We’re putting the green back

intogreenandgold,’’MrHarcourt says. ‘‘Basi-
cally whatever we do we’re strong - whether
it’s greenbuilding,wateror renewableenergy.
Having to tame our climate, with a small
population across vast distances, has given us
great environmental capabilities.’’

TheExportAwards’ overallwinner,NOJA
Power Switchgear, is one example. The
Queensland-based company develops and
manufacturers a range of switchgear prod-
ucts that eliminate the need for insulants
typically used in the industry which emit
harmful greenhouse gasses.

Founded in 2002, the company is now
exporting to 70 countries and its annual sales
exceed $30million.

‘‘ INTHE
WORSTGLOBAL
ECONOMICCRISIS
IN70YEARS,
EXPORTERSARE
THEROCKOFTHE
AUSTRALIAN
LABOURMARKET

TIM HARCOURT
Austrade chief economist

Cruise on the Rhapsody of the Seas and see the highlights of Northern Australia on a circumnavigation of the continent before travelling in classic style back to Sydney 
on the Indian Pacifi c. 

The tour includes 17 days on the luxurious Rhapsody of the Seas , 3 nights aboard the Indian Pacifi c in Gold service as well as sightseeing tours of Brisbane, Cairns, Port 
Moresby, Darwin, Broome, Exmouth, Perth and Fremantle. All meals on board Rhapsody of the Seas and the Indian Pacifi c are included in the one great price. 

The fi rst two tours sold out quickly so be sure to book early to avoid disappointment.

 

To book your place on board the Rhapsody of the Seas and the Indian Pacifi c call 
Travelrite now on 1800 630 343 or email balwyn@travelrite.com.au

Circumnavigation of Australia
February 26 to March 20, 2010

Travelrite International Pty Ltd (licence number 30858) is the organiser. Neither News Limited, nor any of its subsidiaries nor any of its newspapers, have any involvement in the tour, and have no liability of any kind to any person in relation to the tour. 

First two tours sold out - third tour announced!

ttMINISTER’S MESSAGE

EXPORTERS SHOW RESILIENCE AND INNOVATION

SIMONCREAN
Minister for Trade

THEannualAustralianExportAwards
presentanopportunity to takestockof
Australia’sexportingperformanceover
the last 12months.Andthere ismuchto
celebrate.

The77 finalistsat the47thAustralian
ExportAwardsbetweenthemearned
morethan$10billion inexportsand
employedmorethan30,000people last
year.That representsasignificant
contributiontooureconomy.

This time lastyear, theworld
economywas facing itsworstcrisis since
theGreatDepression.Exportmarkets
aroundtheworldwerehithardasmany

economieswent intorecession.
Against thisbackdrop,ourexporters

provedresilient,with thevalueof
exports increasingby$51.8billion in
2008-09, comparedto theprevious
financialyear.

Thiswasa testament to the
perseveranceofAustralianexporters
andthequalityof theirproductsand
services.

Italsoreflects theunderlyingstrength
of theAustralianeconomy,which fared
better thanalmostanyotherdeveloped
economy.Today,Australia is theonly
oneof33IMFadvancedeconomies that
is forecast togeneratepositivegrowth
over2009.Anothercritical factor to
Australiaweathering theeconomic
downturnwasourengagementwith
Asia, and inparticular theresilienceof
theChineseandIndianmarkets.

As theworldeconomyslumped into
recession, therewasapush insome
quarters towards theoldpracticeof
protectionismandtradebarriers.Butwe
learnt the lessonsof thepastanddidnot
repeat thosemistakes.

Australiaalsobenefited frommarket
reformsput inplaceagenerationagoby
theHawkeandKeatinggovernments,

andfromthe impactofan
internationallycoordinatedresponse
throughtheG20.

Asa leadplayer in theG20andAPEC,
Australiahashelpedtoshape
international initiatives to improvethe
availabilityof trade finance inorder to
ensure that traderemainsaneconomic
stimulus.

The latestTreasury forecasts for the
Australianeconomyputourgrowth in
2009-10at 1.5percent, and2.75percent
in2010-11.ThisputsAustralian
exporters inastrongposition for theyear
ahead.

TheAustralianExportAward
winners for2009reflect thestrength,
diversityand innovationdemonstrated
byAustralianbusiness.Fromdigital
gamemakers,Firemint tosafety
trainingexperts,AustralianSkills
Training; and fromhoneyexporters
CapilanoHoney toservicesprovider,
Servcorp; theawardwinners tell the
storyofAustralia’sbusiness success ina
rangeof industries, acrossall sizesof
enterprise, fromruralandurban
areas.Importantly, the judgingprocess
for theawards takesaholisticviewof the
company’scommitment toexporting,

taking intoaccount thebusiness journey
and innovation.

Thewinnerof theLargeAdvanced
ManufacturerAwardandthePrime
Minister’sAustralianExporterof the
Year,NOJAPowerSwitchgear,
illustrateshowAustralianbusinesses
canpositionthemselves into the future.

NOJAPower’s leading-edge
electrical switchgearproductshavebeen
developed inawaythatcompletely
eliminates theneedfor theharmful
greenhousegas, sulphurhexafluoride,
which iscommonlyusedasan insulant
in industrialapplications.

The innovationandexpertisebehind
thesegreenproductshasprovidedthe
companyacompetitiveadvantage that
hasseen itgrowfromits foundation in
2002, tobeexporting to70countriesand
employing80people.

Asaknowledgeeconomy,Australia
has theskillsandexpertise to identify
and implement innovativesolutions toa
rangeofchallengesacrossall industry
sectors.TheICTAwardwinner,Smarts
Group, is anothergreatexamplewith its
world-leadingsecuritymarket
surveillancesystems,whichcanhelp
identify insider tradingandother

unusualmovementsonstockexchanges.
Simplybytakingthetimetoprepare

anentry into theExportAwards,
Australiancompaniesareable to take
stockof theirperformanceand identify
futureopportunities,be it through
innovationormarket identification.

Justasexportersmustbuildontheir
past successes, so, too,must the
AustralianGovernmentbuildonthe
strengthofoureconomy.That’swhythe
RuddGovernment iscommitted toa
twin-pillarsapproachto tradereform.

Thefirstpillar is reformat theborder
throughtradeagreements.Thesecond is
thebehindtheborder issuesof structural
reform. Ifwecancontinueourefforts in
structural reformandincreaseour
productivityandcompetitiveness, then
Australia, and itsexporters,willbewell
positionedto takeadvantageofmarket
opportunities.

The47thAustralianExportAwards
ceremonywasarecognitionand
celebrationof thevital roleexporters
haveplayed inAustralia’s strong
economy. Iwholeheartedly
congratulateall thewinnersandfinalists
andencourageotherAustralian
businesses to followtheir fine lead.


